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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 to 1 8 are presented for examination. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 to 18 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance; the instant 
invention is directed to a method and an apparatus for correcting data utilizing a created 
error mask in combination with an exact match function. The prior art made of record 
teaches various methods and or systems for correcting errors of a digital signal for a 
communication channel; however, the prior art made of record fails to specifically teach 
the novel combination of elements of the instant invention. 

Specifically, the prior art made of record, taken alone or in combination fails to 
teach or fairly suggest or render obvious the steps of "creating an error mask utilizing 
said list of most probable errors; and performing an exact match function for each row of 
said reconstructed data block" as recited in the independent claims (1 , 8 and 13). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Marianetti, II (USP 6757862 B1 V discloses a method and an apparatus for 
generating an error connection code using a first and second mask value stored in a first 
and second look-up table. 

Lee (USP 6694477 B1 ). discloses a communication channel employing an error 
correction code wherein an error event detector enables the detection and correction of 
errors. 

Hassner et al. (USP 6654924 B1 ). discloses a method for correcting errors of a 
digital phase signal wherein an error correction module and a complex correlator circuit 
are used for error correction of the digital data. 

Yang (USP 6625774 81 ). discloses a redundancy system for locating erors in an 
interleaved word using column parity check symbol. 

Livingston (USP 6513141 B1 ), discloses a post-processor for connecting errors in 
a sequence of a sample amplitude read channel wherein an error metric generator 
generates error metric and an error corrector processes the error metric to detect and 
correct errors. 

Livingston (USP 6434719 B1 ). teaches error correction for transmitted data 
wherein a matching circuit matches the column of the matrix having incorrect parity with 
a list of likely error events to generate a list of error instances. Livingston also teaches 
that the list of en^or instances is used to detect errors in each row. 
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5, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Shelly A, Chase whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3816. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




